
Sample Note 
  

The following samples from the Nebula text and mission manual are from two different 

lessons. They will give you an idea of whether or not the curriculum is a good fit for your 

student.  

To download a complete sample lesson, visit http://GrammarGalaxyBooks.com/samples. 

Many of your questions can be answered in the FAQs section at 

http://GrammarGalaxyBooks.com/faq. But if you still have questions, feel free to ask in the 

Grammar Guardians Facebook group: http://Facebook.com/groups/grammarguardians, or email 

me at grammargalaxybooks@gmail.com. 

 

Melanie Wilson 

 

http://grammargalaxybooks.com/faq
http://facebook.com/groups/grammarguardians
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A Note to Teachers 
  
I’m passionate about language arts. I love to read, write, and speak. As a 

homeschooling mom, I wanted my own children and my friends’ children to share my 
passion. Over the years, I found aspects of many different curricula that clicked with 
my students. But I never found something that did everything I wanted a complete 
curriculum for elementary students to do: 

• Use the most powerful medium to teach language arts: story 
• Give the why of language arts to motivate students 
• Teach to mastery rather than drill the same concepts year after year 
• Limit seat work and use little-to-no-prep games to teach instead 
• Teach literary concepts, vocabulary, spelling, writing & speaking 

I felt called to create my own fast, easy, and fun curriculum for homeschooling 
parents and others who want to see students succeed in language arts.  

Grammar Galaxy: Yellow Star is for students who are at about a fourth-grade 
level or have completed Nebula and Protostar or the equivalent. Yellow Star can be 
read and completed independently if your student is at a 3rd grade reading level. The 
stories and concepts are appropriate for students in first to sixth grade, however, 
making this a perfect read-aloud for families. If you are reading to your student, be 
sure to point out the synonyms for vocabulary words that are provided. Following 
each story, there are questions to check for understanding. Students should complete 
the corresponding mission in the Mission Manual before moving on to the next story. 
The Mission Manual can be purchased at GrammarGalaxyBooks.com/shop. 

My hope is that your student will accept the call to be a guardian of Grammar 
Galaxy.  

 
Melanie Wilson 
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Prologue 
 
The king of Grammar Galaxy tried not to worry. He had made his three children, 

Kirk, Luke, and Ellen English, guardians of the galaxy. Together with the other young 
guardians on planet English, they had defeated the Gremlin and saved the English 
language many, many times. Words and punctuation marks were returned to their 
planetary homes, destructive laws were changed, and the kids had learned a lot about 
literature, grammar, and writing.  

But would the Gremlin’s schemes finally get the best of them? Would they 
eventually face a crisis they couldn’t overcome with the help of The Guide to Grammar 
Galaxy? He didn’t know. He asked Screen for a status report on the galaxy. All seemed 
well for the moment. 
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Chapter 25 

 
“Today’s the day!” Ellen squealed at breakfast. 
“For what?” Luke asked. 
Ellen was aghast. “For the Fanboys concert, of course. Who doesn’t 

know the fanboys are playing 
tonight?” she said with great disdain. 

“I didn’t,” Luke said, oblivious to 
his sister’s insult.  

“Ellen, not everyone is the music 
fan you are,” the queen chided her. 

“Everyone should be a fan of the 
Fanboys,” Ellen said, defending 
herself. 

“How much did we pay for those tickets?” the king asked. The 
queen avoided eye contact. “That’s what I thought,” he said 
mournfully. “Are you two going with anyone else?” he asked. 

“Yes! The Grammar Girls and their mothers are going,” Ellen said 
proudly. 

“Grammar Girls? This concert is a Grammar Girls activity? It 
wasn’t when I was a boy,” the king complained. 

«««««««««« 
disdain	–	scorn	
oblivious–	clueless	
mournfully	–	sadly	
«««««««««« 
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“Dear, it will be fun for the girls. We can’t be all write and no play,” 
the queen said. 

“I just know it’s costing me money,” the king complained. 
“You’re so generous with us, dear,” the queen said, grinning. “The 

good news is we saved money buying group tickets.” 
“You’re always saving me money,” the king said, grinning back. 
 
That evening, Ellen and the queen met with the other Grammar 

Girls and mothers outside the stadium’s group entrance. Soon they 
were ushered to their seats. The girls chattered, looking forward to 
seeing their favorite singers come out. The women talked and laughed 
together too, enjoying their daughters’ enthusiasm. 

“Who’s your favorite Fanboy?” Ellen asked her friends. 
“I like So,” one girl said. “He’s so sassy,” she said, resulting in 

giggles all around. 
“I like Nor. He’s kind of a rebel,” another girl said. The rest of the 

girls murmured their agreement. 
“Do you like this music?” the queen asked her friends. 
“Not really,” they admitted, laughing. “But it’s something I can 

enjoy with my daughter.” 
The queen checked the time on her communicator and noted that 

the concert was late starting. Her friend noticed and said, “These 
things always start late. They’re probably trying to get us to buy 
Fanboys stuff.” 

The queen relaxed and agreed. But it wasn’t long before the girls 
started to complain. “How much longer?” they asked. 

“Not much,” one of the moms said. “I always tell my daughter 
that,” she told the queen, laughing.  

The queen laughed as well but was starting to get worried. She 
checked her communicator again. The concert was thirty minutes 
late. She wouldn’t be able to keep the girls happy much longer.   

Her thoughts were interrupted by an announcement. “Ladies and 
gentlemen…” At this, thousands of girls screamed. Their music idols 
were finally coming out on stage. “Due to unfortunate circumstances, 
the Fanboys will not be performing tonight. Your ticket payment will 
be refunded automatically. We do have Fanboys merchandise 
available for sale. After making your purchase, please make your way 
out of the stadium. Have a safe trip home!” 
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A loud chorus of boos echoed around the stadium. Ellen’s eyes 
filled with tears. “They’re not playing? We’ve looked forward to this for 
months!” she wailed. 

“I know, dear. I’m sorry for the disappointment,” the queen said. 
“B-, b-, however, we can make the best of it. Ladies, would you like to 
go out for ice cream?” 

The group halfheartedly agreed, only to find themselves in an 
enormous line at the ice cream shop. The other attendees had had the 
same idea. “What do you think?” the queen asked the other moms. 

“It’s not worth it,” one said. The others reluctantly agreed. 
“Ellen, we’re going home,” the queen told her. 
“Great! Just great. My whole evening is ruined,” she complained. 
“Do you want to stay a-, a- wait?” the queen asked her. 
Ellen sighed. “No. I just wanted to do something fun.” 
“I understand, Ellen,” her mother said, putting her arm around her 

daughter. 
 
“Home so soon?” the king asked as they arrived at the castle. 
“Don’t ask,” the queen warned with a serious look. 
“What happened?” he asked.  
“The Fanboys didn’t play tonight.” 
“What. Why?” 
“We don’t know,” the queen admitted. “We have a very 

disappointed daughter,” she said as Ellen sulked and left for her 
bedchamber. 

“I see that. Well, it’s too late to do anything about it tonight. B-, b-, 
I’ll look into it in the morning,” the king said. 

 
The king didn’t have to look into it because the canceled concert 

was front page news. “I know why your Fanboys didn’t appear,” he 
told Ellen and the queen when they came to the dining room for 
breakfast. “Their coordinator is suspected of abducting them.” 

“Abducting them?” the queen said, astonished. 
“Yes. Apparently, she met them at Conjunction Station years ago. 

She asked if she could be their coordinator. She managed to make 
them big stars. She was a bit too much of a fan and wanted to keep 
them to herself.” 

“B-, b- how could she abduct seven singers? Wouldn’t she need 
help?” the queen asked. 
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“That’s what the police think. A-, a-, there’s more. Words are 
missing from the paper.” 

“S-, s-, it’s a conspiracy?” the queen asked, frightened at the 
possibility. 

“No. B-, b-, the Fanboys aren’t who you think they are.” 
Ellen gasped. “What do you mean?” 
“The Fanboys aren’t just singers, n-, n- are they just musicians. 

They hold the English language together,” the king explained. 
“S-, s-, you’re saying they’re secret agents for the galaxy?” Ellen 

asked. “That’s even more cool!” 
“Technically, that would be ‘even cooler.’ B-, b-, the Fanboys aren’t 

secret agents,” the king said. 
Luke walked into the dining room. “Why are you stuttering?” he 

asked. 
“That’s what I haven’t explained. We are stuttering because of the 

missing Fanboys.” 
 “The Fanboys are missing?” Luke asked. 

Ellen expressed her impatience with Luke, but the king said he 
needed the explanation. When Kirk walked in a moment later, the 
king repeated the news about the abducted Fanboys. He called for The 
Guidebook to Grammar Galaxy to be brought to the dining room. He 
read the entry on coordinating conjunctions.   

 
Coordinating Conjunctions 

 
Coordinating conjunctions join words, phrases, and independent clauses. You can 

remember the seven coordinating conjunctions with the acronym FANBOYS:  
for (because)  
and (additionally)  
nor (neither)                  
but (however)  
or (alternatively)  
yet (nevertheless)  
so (result)  
Coordinating conjunctions are preceded by a comma when joining two 

independent clauses (complete sentences).  
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I did not take the trash out, so I will not be all to play video games. (two 

independent clauses joined by a comma)  
I did not take the trash out or clean my room. (two phrases that don’t require a 

comma)  
It is not incorrect to begin a sentence with a coordinating conjunction. Doing so 

can make long sentences shorter and easier to read. Beginning a sentence with a 
coordinating conjunction can also add a dramatic pause. 

And then she told me I had to vacuum.  

 
 
“S-, s-, the Fanboys really do hold the English language together,” 

Ellen mused. “I’m an even bigger fan!” 
“Yes, a-, a-, we have to get them back,” the king said.  
“How? Don’t the police have to find them?” Kirk asked. 
“The case has been turned over to the GBI,” the king said. “B-, b-, 

the guardians can help look for them.” 
“You want us to send out a mission, a-, a-, you want us to do it 

right away. Right?” Luke asked. 
“Right,” the king answered. 
“Okay. As soon as I eat breakfast. Cook will want us to eat while 

it’s hot,” Luke announced. 
The king laughed and agreed. The three guardians began working 

on a mission called “Coordinating Conjunctions” as soon as they had 
finished breakfast. 

 
 
 
 
What does oblivious mean? 
 
When should coordinating conjunctions be 
preceded by a comma? 
 
Why was the family stuttering?
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A Note to Teachers 
 
This isn’t your average language arts workbook. In fact, it is a mission manual your young 
guardian will use to save Grammar Galaxy from the evil Gremlin. In other words, it’s 
supposed to be fun!   
 
You or your student should read a chapter in the Grammar Galaxy Yellow Star: 
Adventures in Language Arts text first. If your student prefers to have you read the text, 
please do so. Your student will then complete each step of the corresponding mission in this 
Yellow Star Mission Manual. Provide as much help in reading and completing the missions 
as your student requires. The Activity section of each mission will require your assistance. 
 
Each step of a mission may be completed on separate days or all at once, depending on 
interest level and schedule. Missions are short, so students stay motivated and have time to 
read and write in other ways they enjoy.  
 
Students will be asked to use vocabulary words in a sentence. Give students an example 
sentence first. All vocabulary words are taken from the text. Vocabulary will improve with 
repeated exposure. Don’t worry if your student doesn’t recall word meanings. Exposure to 
the words is most important. 
 
Missions marked “For Advanced Guardians Only” can be given to students who want to 
complete them as well as older students who are using Yellow Star.  
 
When all three steps of a mission are completed, you or your student should read the Update 
letter. Solutions to the missions are included with the update letter for students to check their 
own work. If you prefer to hide the solutions from your student, you may wish to fold the 
Update letter over and paper clip it with the solutions inside. You may also choose to remove 
the letter/solutions page from the book. A paper perforator can make the removal process 
neater. Some parents deliver the letter in an envelope to their student and even include 
stickers or another small treat. You can then review the solutions together. You may wish to 
hide the challenge solutions at the end of each unit in the same way. For students who want 
more practice with a particular skill, be sure to check the website for resources at 
GrammarGalaxyBooks.com/YellowStar.   
 
Share your student’s completed missions in the Grammar Guardians group on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/groups/GrammarGuardians or on Instagram and tag 
@GrammarGalaxyBooks. U.S. residents have a chance to win exclusive guardian stickers, 
pencils, and more. 
 
To use Grammar Galaxy with more than one student, purchase a digital version of the 
workbook with copying rights for your family or purchase additional printed workbooks. 
Copying from the printed workbook is a violation of copyright. Thank you in advance for 
your integrity. 
 
Have a question? Contact the author at grammargalaxybooks@gmail.com. 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mission 12: Strategies for Commonly Misspelled Words    
 
Dear guardians, 

Kirk created a cool program for his robot that turns handwritten work into text. The problem is 
he didn’t include a spell-check program. That turned out to be a good thing because he learned there 
were some words he was misspelling.  

Mother had us look at a list of the most commonly misspelled words. Then we looked at 
strategies for remembering how to spell them correctly. We knew you would want to learn them too. 
Complete this mission and you will be ahead of most spellers, even without spell check! We are 
including a list of commonly misspelled words with your mission. 

Kirk is going to make corrections to his article for Robotics Today that had spelling errors. We 
will let you know when it’s been published.  
 
Sincerely, 

Kirk, Luke, and Ellen English 
Guardians of Grammar Galaxy  
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Commonly Misspelled Words 

The most commonly misspelled words according to the Oxford English Corpus are:  
accommodate achieve across  aggressive    apparently  
appearance argument assassination basically beginning  
believe  bizarre  business calendar Caribbean 
cemetery  colleague coming  committee completely 
conscious  curiosity definitely dilemma disappear 
disappoint  ecstasy  embarrass environment existence  
familiar  finally  fluorescent foreign  foreseeable  
forty  forward friend  further  gist  
glamorous  government guard  happened harass 
honorary  idiosyncrasy immediately incidentally independent  
interrupt  irresistible knowledge liaison  lollipop  
millennium Neanderthal necessary noticeable occasion  
occurred  occurrence pavilion persistent pharaoh  
piece  politician Portuguese possession preferred 
propaganda publicly really  receive  referred  
religious  remember resistance sense  separate  
siege  successful supersede surprise tattoo   
tendency  therefore threshold tomorrow tongue   
truly  unforeseen unfortunately until  weird  
wherever  which 
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Step 1: On Guard & Identify Misspelled Words 
On Guard. Highlight the correct answer.  
 
1. Highlighting unexpected letters is a good way to learn: 

video games  similes  spelling 
 

2. The following is a strong vocabulary word: 
 went   scary   delighted 
 
3. The sentence I need to lay down. is: 

correct   incorrect 
 
4. The following prefix means not: 
 de-   bi-   im- 
 
5. The root word tract means: 

drag   land   break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Say each of these words in a sentence. Their meanings are given. 
 
 persisted – continued    relented – gave in       amiss – wrong 
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Identify misspelled words. Highlight the word that is misspelled for 
each.  
 
1. accomodate  achieve  across 
 
2. aggressive   apparantly appearance 
 
3. argument   assassination basicly 
 
4. beginning   beleive  bizarre 
 
5. business   calender  Caribbean 
 
6. cemetary   colleague  coming 
 
7. committee   completely concious 
 
8. curiousity   definitely  dilemma 
 
9. disappear   disappoint  ecstacy 
 
10. embarass   environment existence  
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Step 2: Find the Misspelled Words and Write Them Correctly  
Read the sentence. Highlight the misspelled word in each 
sentence and write it correctly on the line below. 

 
1. Kirk wasn’t familiar with florescent bulbs, but he finally changed 

the one in his lamp. 
 

______________________________________ 
 

2. There were forty foreign planets Luke hoped to visit in the 
forseeable future. 
 
______________________________________ 
 

3. The jist of Luke’s plea to Kirk was wanting help throwing the 
javelin further. 

 
______________________________________ 

 
4. Ellen watched the glamourous celebrities escorted by the 

guards into the goverment building. 
 
______________________________________ 
 

5. The harrassment that happened to the honorary judge was 
humorous. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
 

Activity. Circle the correctly spelled words in the word search on 
the next page. Cross off the words in the word list that are spelled 
incorrectly and ignore them in the word search. Words may be 
printed in any direction. 
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Step 3: Use Spelling Strategies to Spell Words 
 
1. Write the words you see within these words on the lines below: 
 
 basically  incidentally believe  
 knowledge  persistent  piece 
 tongue   pavilion 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Highlight the prefixes and suffixes in the words below. Underline 

root words: 
 
 disappear  disappoint  happened  
 immediately  interrupt 
 
3. Write the following sentence to help you remember which 

words have i before e. 
 
I and my friend E believe we will achieve and retrieve the piece 
with a siege. 
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Vocabulary Victory! Do you remember what these words mean? 
Check Step 1 if you forgot. 
 
 persisted    relented   amiss 
  

Advanced Guardians Only 
Use a strategy to help you remember the spelling of the words 
below. Write a saying or create an acronym. It could be as simple 
as “There is no c in supersede.” 
 
until  (how can you remember it has just one l?) 
    
 
    
 
tomorrow (how can you remember it has one m and two r’s?) 
    
 
    
 
truly (how can you remember it has no e?)     
    
 
    
 
noticeable (how can you remember there is an e in the middle?) 
    
 
    
 
occurred (how can you remember that it has two c’s and two 
r’s?)      
    
 
     



 

 
 

 
 
     

 
 
 
Mission 12: Update 
 
Dear guardians, 

Kirk corrected his spelling errors and is confident in the strategies he has chosen to 
remember the spellings. His editor at Robotics Today loves the article.  

You did an amazing job creating your own strategies for remembering to spell! But we hope 
you won’t quit. Every time you misspell a word, use a strategy you’ve learned to remember it next 
time. 

We are including the solutions to this mission. Please check and make sure you were correct! 
 
Sincerely, 

Kirk, Luke, and Ellen English 
Guardians of Grammar Galaxy 
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Step 1 Solutions 
On Guard.  
1. Highlighting unexpected letters is a good way to 

learn: 
video games  similes 
 spelling 

2. The following is a strong vocabulary word: 
 went  scary 

 delighted 
3. The sentence I need to lay down. is: 

correct  incorrect 
4. The following prefix means not: 
 de-   bi-  im- 
5. The root word tract means: 

drag  land  break 
 
Identify misspelled words. 
1. accomodate  achieve  across 
2. aggressive  apparantly

 appearance 
3. argument  assassination basicly 
4. beginning  beleive  bizarre 
5. business  calender 

 Caribbean 
6. cemetary  colleague

 coming 
7. committee  completely

 concious 
8. curiousity  definitely 

 dilemma 
9. disappear  disappoint

 ecstacy 
10. embarass  environment

 existence  
 
Step 2 Solutions 
1. Kirk wasn’t familiar with florescent bulbs, but he 

finally changed the one in his lamp. 
 fluorescent 
2. There were forty foreign planets Luke hoped to 

visit in the forseeable future. 
 foreseeable 

3. The jist of Luke’s plea to Kirk was wanting help 
throwing the javelin further. 

 gist 
4. Ellen watched the glamourous celebrities 

escorted by the guards into the goverment 
building. 
 government 

5. The harrassment that happened to the honorary 
judge was humorous. 
 harassment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity. 

 
 

1. Write the words you see within these words 
on the lines below – you may not have 
found them all. 

 Basically      incidentally believe  
 Knowledge persistent piece 
 tongue      pavilion 
 basic      ally  incident 
 be      lie  eve 
 know     ledge                 persist 
 tent     pie                 ton 
 lion 
 

2. Highlight the prefixes and suffixes in the 
words below. Underline root words: - you 
may not have underlined all the root words 

 
 disappear   disappoint happened 
 immediately  inter rupt 
 
Advanced Guardians. Answers will vary.  
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